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Health  Department, 

Hetton  House, 

Hetton-le-Hole. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I herewith  submit  my  Tenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Hetton 
Urban  District  for  the  year  1950. 

In  general  the  figures  may  be  considered  satisfactory 
and  there  is  a pleasing  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  most 
of  the  infectious  diseases. 

Housing  is,  as  throughout  the  country  generally,  a 
cause  for  worry  for  whilst  the  Council  are  building  up  to 
their  permitted  maximum  there  is  still  a considerable 
number  of  houses  in  the  area  which  are  unfit  for  habitation 
and  cannot  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  cost  but  which  must 
be  retained  as  shelters  until  such  time  as  the  position 
eases. 


It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Council  have  during 
the  year  under  consideration,  sponsored  a Voluntary 
Organisation  to  deal  with  the  Welfare  of  the  Aged  and  this 
work  is  reported  on  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who  acts  as 
Honorary  Secretary  to  the  Central  Committee. 

I gladly  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  members 
of  the  Council  and  fellow  officials  for  the  loyal  support  and 
assistance  so  willingly  given  to  this  department. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  A.  M.  JOHNSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  Hetton  Urban  District  Council. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 


The  Staff  consists  of : — * 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH.  Whole  time  conjoint 
appointment  (see  below).  Degrees  of  B.Sc.,  M.B., 
Ch.B.  D.P.H,  (St,  Andrews). 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR.  Whole  time.  Holds  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Certificate  for  the  Inspec- 
tion of  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  Also  acts  as  Factory  and 
Workshops  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  the  Shops  Act. 

SURVEYOR  AND  ENGINEER.  Whole  time.  Holds  Testamur 
of  the  Institute  of  Municipal  Engineers. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  Loughton-le-Spring  Urban  District. 


Other  Health  Services. 


The  following  Health  Services  are  administered  by  the 
County  Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


Ambulance 
Home  Nursing- 
Domestic  Helps 
Vaccination 
Immunisation  against 
Di}ihtheria 
Mealtli  \"isitors 


ITilDcrculosis 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity 
School  Medical 
Venereal  Diseases 
Welfare  of  the  aged 
Welfare  of  the  blind 


The  C'ounty  Council  are  also  res}:)onsible  for  the  admin- 
istration of  Part  HI  of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1948. 

FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTORS.  Are  also  appointed  by 
and  work  under  the  direction  of  the  County'-  Council. 
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VETERINARY  INSPECTORS.  Are  fully  qualified  men 
appointed  by  and  working  under  the  direction  of  the 
Ministry  of  xVgriculture— being  responsible  for  carry- 
ing out  routine  examination  of  the  cow  population 
throughout  the  County  in  order  to  maintain  and  raise 
the  standard  of  the  health  of  said  cows. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  in  acres — 4,527  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population — mid  lt)5() — 18,()9(). 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  according  to  Rate  Books — 5,137. 
Rateable  Value — ±'05,700. 

Sum  represented  b}"  a penny  rate — ■±238.27. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births  and  Birth  Rate. 

The  nett  number  of  live  births  (as  corrected  by  the 
Registrar-General  for  outward  and  inwmrd  transfers)  during  1950 
was  331  as  compared  with  338  for  1949. 

Sex  and  legitimacy  classification  are  shown  thus: 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  { Legitimate  319  154  105  j Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Births]  Illegitimate  12  4 8 f estimated  populat'n  17.71 

The  Registrarf-General  states  the  JBirth  Rate  per  1,000 
population  in  England  and  Wales  (live  births),  wns  15. H for  1950. 

The  following  table  shows  (1)  the  total  number  of  births 
(2)  the  number  of  males  born  (3)  the  number  of  females  born 
(4)  the  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  and  (5)  the  total  increase 
of  population  (i.e.  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  lor  1950, 
compared  ^\'ith  the  years  1941-1949. 
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Year 

Total  births 

Males 

Females 

Rate  per  i.ooo 

Total  increase 

1941 

319 

157 

162 

17.53 

109 

1942 

367 

177 

190 

20.80 

170 

1943 

339 

173 

166 

13. 62 

127 

1944 

415 

213 

202 

23.13 

237 

1945 

377 

201 

176 

20.65 

185 

1946 

365 

176 

189 

19.24 

171 

1947 

436 

229 

207 

23.04 

215 

1948 

355 

172 

183 

19.02 

148 

1949 

338 

180 

158 

17.95 

125 

1950 

331 

158 

173 

17.71 

83 

Still  Births — During  1950  there  were  6 still  births  in  the 
district. 

Total  Male  Female 

Still  1 Legitimate  1 — 1 ] giving  a Rate  of  17.8  per  1,000 

Births  I Illegitimate  5 1 ^ ) total  (live  & still  births) births 

There  is  a still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  of  0.321  in 
the  district  as  compared  with  0.37  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  Registrar-General  reports  that  after  correction  for 
outward  and  inward  transfers,  248  residents  in  the  Hetton  Turban 
District  died,  being  137  males  and  111  females. 

The  death  rate,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and  in- 
ward transfers  and  including  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all 
ages  was  13.27  the  population  being  estimated  at  18,690.  That 
for  England  and  Wales  was  11.6. 

Locally  compiled  and  correct  figures  are  as  follows; — 

During  1950  there  were  194  deaths  registered  as  having 
occurred  within  the  district,  being  112  males  and  82  females.  Of 
these  1 male  and  1 female  did  not  normally  reside  in  the  area, 
therefore  111  males  and  81  females  having  their  permanent  resi- 
dence within  the  district  died  therein.  26  males  and  30  females 
whose  permanent  residence  was  within  the  area  died  outside  it. 
The  total  number  of  deaths,  therefore,  corrected  for  outward  and 
inward  transfers  is  248,  being  137  males  and  111  females. 

Total  Deaths  under  Five  Years  (corrected  locally) 

During  1950,  19  children  died  under  the  age  of  five  years. 
Therefore  7.66  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  was  of  deaths  of 
children  under  five  years  of  age. 
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Deaths  in  Institutions. 

Of  the  56  residents  who  died  outside  the  district,  4 died 
in  private  houses. 

Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  12 

Heath  House,  Houghton-le-Spring  ...  ...  4 

General  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  ...  ...  11 

Monkwearmouth  and  Southwick  Hospital  ...  3 

Maternity  Hospital,  Chester  Road,  Sunderland  4 
Winterton  House,  Sedgefield  ...  ...  ...  6 

Leeholme,  Easington  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

48,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  ...  ...  2 

Ryhope  General  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  4 

Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham  ...  ...  ...  1 

Crossgate  Hospital,  Durham  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital,  Dunston  Hill  1 
Children’s  Hospital,  Sunderland  ...  ...  1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year. 

16  children  died  during  1950  before  attaining  the  age  of 
one  year,  being  9 legitimate  males,  and  7 legitimate  females. 

During  1949,  12  children  died  during  this  age  period. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  according  to  the  total  number  of  live  births  and 
legitimacy  for  the  years  1941-1950. 


All  Infants 
per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants 
per  1000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants 
per  1000  illegitimate 
live  births 

1941 

59.00 

58.64 

83.33 

1942 

49.05 

50.70 

— 

1943 

62.21 

58.61 

133.33 

1944 

62.65 

60.45 

111.11 

1945 

45.09 

41.09 

166.66 

1946 

38.35 

40.34 

— 

1947 

36.69 

35.29 

90.90 

1948 

50.7 

46.65 

166.66 

1949 

35.5 

36.25 

— 

1950 

48.3 

50.16 

— 
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The  death  rate  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  per 
1,000  live  births  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  ending  1950 
was  29.8. 


For  the  purpose  of  these  and  the  following  statistics  the 
populations  of  the  various  wards  has  been  taken  as  follows: 


Easington  Lane  ... 
lletton 

Hetton  Downs 
Rainton  and  Moorsley  ... 


5,607 

5,102 

5,850 

2,131 


18,690 


The  ratio  of  infantile  deaths  per  1,000  population  is; — 


Easington  Lane 
Hetton 

Hetton  Downs  ... 
Rainton  and  Moorsley 


0.54 

0.98 

1.03 

0.94 


Of  the  16  infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age,  the 
cause  of  death  was  in  2 cases  due  to  prematuritv,  giving  a per- 
centage of  12.5  due  to  this  cause.  5 or  31.25  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths  under  one  year  were  due  to  pneumonia. 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  number  and  causes 
of  infantile  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  during  1950  and  also 
the  number  of  deaths  at  the  various  ages,  viz.:  6 under  one 
week,  0 between  1 and  2 weeks,  0 between  2 and  3 weeks,  1 
between  3 and  4 weeks,  2 between  1 and  3 months,  6 between 
3 months  and  6 months,  0 between  6 months  and  9 months,  and 
1 between  9 months  and  12  months,  a total  of  16. 

Since  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages 
in  the  district  was  248,  6.45  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age.  Of  these  under  one  year  of 
age  37.5  per  cent,  were  under  one  week. 
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rnfant  Mortality  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 

Nett  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ag-es  under  1 year  of  age. 
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Nett  Deaths  ...  ...  9 7 


Illegitimate 
Males  Females 


154 


165 


8 = 


331 

16 
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During  1950  there  were  201  deaths  certified  by  registered 
medical  practitioners,  17  by  the  Coroner  after  inquest  (without 
post  mortem),  11  by  the  Coroner  after  post  mortem  without 
inquest,  8 by  the  Coroner  after  post  mortem  and  inquest  and  11 
uncertified. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  (at  all  ages  and  corrected)  in  the  various 
wards  is  shown  in  the  following  two  tables,  the  first  showing  the 
number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  each  ward  (and  in  the  dis- 
trict) during  each  of  the  four  quarters,  i.e.  Seasonal  incidence, 
and  the  second  showing  the  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  in  the 
various  wards. 


Table  I. 

Seasonal 

Incidence. 

Ward  1 

St  Quarter  2 

nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter 

Total 

Easing'ton  Lane 

20 

15 

13  ...  13 

01 

H etton 

20 

25 

12  ...  28 

85 

Hetton  Doamis 

10 

22 

14  ...  23 

75 

Rainton  and 
Moorsley 

9 

2 

0 ...  10 

27 

Totals  ... 

05 

04 

45  ...  74 

248 

Table  II.  Agre  Incidence. 


Wnrd. 

1 Under 

1 1 year. 

j 1 - S years. 

<u 

e'l  CO 

* rt 

25-45 

years. 

45-65 

years. 

6 5-75 

years. 

7 5 years  & 
over. 

^ 0 

Ti 

r 

< 

lAas’ton  Lane 
Hetton 

Hett.  Downs 
Xloorsley  & 
Rainton 

Total 

M 

1 

4 

3 

1 

F 

2 

1 

3 

1 

M 

1 

F 

1 

1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

4 

3 

1 

1 

F 

6 

4 

1 

1 

M 

12 

10 

11 

5 

F 

7 

10 

5 

M 

10 

14 

13 

3 

F 

7 

Q 

11 

2 

M F 
12  4 
12  16 
8 13 

5 3 

u 

31 

47 

36 

15 

F 

22 

39 

38 

12 

6i 

86 

7t 

27 

1 

9 

1 

9 

7 

1 

2 

1 

... 

2 

1 

9 

12 

38 

24 

40 

29 

37,35 

1 

137 

111 

248 

During  the  year  under  consideration  there  was  one  death 
from  the  chief  zymotic  diseases,  giving  a death  rate  per  1,000 
population  from  this  cause  of  0.054. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  “ infantile  ” diarrhoea  (under 
2 years  of  age).,  giving  a death  rate  of  0.00  per  1,000  live  births 
compared  with  1.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

In  1949  there  were  3 deaths  from  the  chief  zvmotic 
diseases,  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  0.10  per  1,000  population. 


Death  Rates  in  Hetton  Urban  District  per  1000  population 
Mo.  of  Deaths  in  Hetton  Urban  District  as  compared  with  those  for  Eng-land  and  Wales. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Hetton  Urban  District  during  1950. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Male  Female 


All  Causes 

1.  'ruberciilosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping-  Cough 

().  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyllitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

10.  Malignant  neo]dasm,  stomach  ... 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoi^lasms 

15.  Leukaemia  aleukaemia  ... 

10.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease  angina 

19.  H}'pertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatoiy  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
20.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephresis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

30.  Homicide  and  operations  of  War 


137 

2 


1 


0 

3 


8 


22 

17 

24 

1 


2 

20 
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1 

1 

2 

2 

14 


1 


111 

2 

1 


5 


1 

4 

3 
1 5 

'J 

1 

20 

•w 

i 

1 

4 
14 


2 

1 

14 

1 
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The  following  table  show's  the  Birth-rates,  Death-rates. 
Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Death  Rates  and  Case-rates 
for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  year  1950  for  England 
and  Wales,  120  CounW  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  including 
London,  148  Smaller  Towns.  (Resident  Population  25,000  to 
50,000)  compared  with  Hetton-le-Hole. 


13 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year 
1950.  Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


England  & Wales 

126  County  Boro’s 

and  Great  Towns 

including  London 

148  Smaller  Towns 

(Resd’t  populat’ns 

25,000  to  50,000  at 

1931  Census) 

London  Adminis- 

trative County 

Hetton 

‘ Urban  District 

Rates 

per  1,000  Home  Population 

BIRTHS— 

Live 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

1 

17.8 

17.71 

Still  . 

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0 36 

0 32 

DEATHS— 

All  Causes 

11.6 

12.3 

11.6 

11.8 

13.27 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0 00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0 01 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Influenza 

0.10 

0.09 

0,10 

0.07 

0.10 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.00 

.•\cute  ]ioliomyelitis  (incl- 
cluding  polioencephalitis) 

0.02 

0,02 

0.02 

00.1 

0.00 

Pneumonia 

DEATHS— 

0 46 

0.49 

0 45 

0.48 

0 32 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

29.8 

33.8 

29.4 

26.3 

48.3 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & ( 
Enteritis  under  2 yrs.  age  ) 

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

1.0 

0.00 

NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected) 
Typhoid  Fever 

Rates 

per  1,000  Home 

Poi)ulatioii 

0.00 

0 00 

0.00 

0.01 

0 00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0 01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Meningococcal  infection 

0 03 

0 03 

002 

0 03 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.50 

^ 1 56 

1.61 

1.23 

0.64 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

! 3.60 

i 3.97 

3.15 

; 3.21 

1 44 

Diphtheria 

1 0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

i 0 03 

0.11 

Erysipelas 

0.17 

; 0.19 

0.16 

1 0.17 

0.27 

Smallpox  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0 00 

Measles 

8.39 

i 8.76 

8.36 

! 6.57 

13  22 

Pneumonia 

0.70 

i 0.77 

0.61 

i 0.50 

2.62 

Acute  poliomylitis  (in- 
cluding polioencephalitis) 
Paralytic 

0.13 

1 

0.12 

0.11 

0,08 

0 5 

Non-paralytic 

0.05 

! 0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0 00 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

0.17 

i 0.16 

0.14 

0.25 

0 00 

NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected) 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Puerperal  Fever  & Pyrexia 

5.81 

1 7 43 

1 4 33 

1 6.03 

1 2 97 
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(b)  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


No.  651 
Abortion 

with  Sepsis 

Nos.  650, 

652.  Other 

Abortion 

Nos.  640- 

649,  670-678. 

Complication 

of  preg- 

nancy and 
delivery 

No.  681.  Sep- 

sis of  child- 
birth and  the 
]Duerperium 

1 Nos.  680, 

682-689. 

Other  com- 

' ])Hcations  of 

the  puer- 

perium 

E.  and  W 

Hetton  U.D 

0.09 

0.00 

0.05 

0.05 

0.54 

0.00 

0.03 

0.00 

0.15 

0.05 

There  were  two  deaths  from  maternal  causes  during  1950, 
giving  a death  rate  of  5.93  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


Causes  of  Death. 

(a)  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  4 deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1950,  being  equivalent 
to  a death  rate  per  1,000  population,  of  0.21  from  the  pul- 
monary form  and  0.054  from  the  non-pulmonary. 


Comparative  Table: 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate  per  looo 
population  from  Pulmonarj 
Tuberculosis 
England  and  Wales 

Death  Rate  per  looo 
population  from  Pulmonar) 
Tuberculosis 
Hetton  Urban  District 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Non 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate  per  looo 
population  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  1 uberculosis 
England  and  Wales 

Death  Rate  per  looo 
population  from  Non- 
Pulraonary  Tuberculosis 
Hetton  Urban  District 

1941 

7 

.601 

.38 

0 

.127 

.00 

1942 

10 

Not  available 

.56 

3 

Not  available 

.17 

1943 

9 

.557 

.51 

4 

.111 

.22 

1944  1 

9 

.524 

.50 

2 

.103 

.11 

1945  1 

6 

.519 

.32 

1 

.100 

.05 

1946  j 

13  1 

Not  a\ailable| 

.68 

1 

Not  available 

.05 

1947  1 

11  1 

.470 

.58 

3 

.079 

.15 

1948 

7 

.440 

.38 

1 

1 .067 

.05 

1949  ! 

» 

.403  1 

.27 

0 

1 .054 

.00 

1950  ' 

4 

.321  i 

.21 

1 

.043  1 

.05 
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(b)  Heart  Disease. 


Heart  disease  was,  as  in  former  years,  the  chief  cause  of 
death  throughout  the  area.  71  persons,  being  41  males  and  30 
females  were  certified  to  have  died  from  heart  disease.  This  is 
equivalent  to  28.63  per  cent.,  of  the  total  deaths  and  a mortality 
rate  of  3.8  per  1,000  population. 

Comparative  Table: 


\ ear 

1 otal  Deaths 
All  C-aiises 

Deaths  <iue  to 
Heart  Disease 

M h 

Death  Rate  per 

All  Causes 

10  00  population 

Heart  Disease 

Percentage  otal 
1 deaths  due  to 
Heart  Disease 

1941 

210 

43  20 

23 

11.55 

2.31 

20.48 

1942 

197 

33  19 

14 

11.16 

1.87 

16.77 

1943 

212 

42  2 0 

2 2 

12.08 

2.4 

19.81 

1944 

178 

34  20 

14 

9.92 

1.89 

17.1 

1945 

192 

41  2 4 

17 

10.52 

2.24 

21.35 

1946 

194 

56  27 

29 

10.22 

2.95 

28.86 

1947 

221 

63  3 1 

32 

1 11.68 

3 32 

28.50 

1948 

207 

57  32 

2 5 

1 11.09 

3 05 

27  53 

1949 

213 

62  2 8 

5 4 

11.31 

3.29 

29.11 

1950 

248 

71  41 

30 

13.27 

3.8 

28.63 

Cancer 

27  deaths — being  17  males  and  10  females,  were  due  to 
cancer.  This  is  equivalent  to  10.89  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths, 
or  a mortality  rate  of  1.44  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
1.99  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  due  to 
cancer  in  Hetton  Urban  District  and  the  mortality  rate  from  this 
disease  in  the  years  1941-1950. 

Number  of  Deaths  Mortality  Rate 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

per  1000  pop 

1941 

14 

11 

25 

1.37 

1942 

• • • 

14 

13 

27 

1.53 

1943 

« • « 

11 

19 

30 

1.70 

1944 

• • ♦ 

12 

10 

22 

1.22 

1945 

• • • 

15 

...  18 

33 

1.80 

1946 

. . . 

13 

9 

22 

1.15 

1947 

. . . 

17 

11 

28 

1.47 

1 948 

. . • 

1 5 

19 

34 

1.82 

1949 

. . . 

26 

13 

39 

2.07 

1950 

17 

10 

27 

1.44 
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Fear  of  operation  and  even  a horror  of  diagnosis  of  cancer 
prevents  a number  of  people  from  seeking  medical  advice  early 
in  the  disease.  Yet  the  efficacy  of  treatment,  if  given  early,  is 
steadily  increasing.  If  all  with  any  abnormality  of  health  or 
unexplained  swellings,  particularly  after  the  age  of  45,  would 
seek  advice  early  many  lives  could  be  saved  and  much  suffering 
avoided. 


Treatment  by  radium  is  available  at  Sunderland  Royal 
Infirmary  whilst  the  larger  clinic  for  the  North  of  England  is  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle. 

The  following  shows  the  sites  of  lesion,  sex  and  age  dis- 
tribution of  those  who  have  died  during  1950  from  cancer  as 
compiled  from  local  returns. 


Site  Males — Ages. 

Stomach— 48,  63,  63,  65,  67,  68. 
Lung-  and  Bronchus — 54,  70,  70. 
Other— 38,  57,  59,  63,  66,  71,  73, 
76. 


Site  Females — Ages. 

Stomach — 41,  51,  63,  68,  70. 
Uterus — 41. 

Others — 48,  60,  63,  70. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Pubfic  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(see  commencement  of  this  report.) 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  which  came  into  force  on 
5th  July,  1948,  made  a certain  difference  in  the  administration 
of  Health  Services  in  County  Districts.  The  chief  points  so  far 
as  this  area  is  concerned  are  the  transfer  of  (a)  the  Isolation 
Hospital  to  the  Northern  Regional  Hospital  Board,  (b)  the 
ambulance  service  to  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  (c)  the  entire  responsibility  for  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
tion to  the  County  Council.  The  County  Council  are  also  now 
responsible  for  the  provision  of  nursing  in  the  home.  District 
nurses  are  employed  by  the  County  Council,  but  there  is  a very 
close  liaison  between  the  old  County  Nursing  Association  and 
the  County  Council  in  providing  this  service. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  National  Coal  Board  continued  to  maintain  their  own 
ambulances  to  deal  with  accidents  in  the  mines. 

Other  cases  of  accident  or  illness  have  been  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  County  and  the  headquarters  for  this  ambulance 
region  of  the  County — covering  Hetton-le-Hole,  Houghton-le- 
Spring,  West  Rainton  and  the  part  of  Sunderland  Rural  District 
south  of  the  Wear — were  placed  at  the  Ambulance  Station  at 
Herrington  Bum.  Despite  minor  initial  difficulties  the  Service 
has  worked  comparatively  smoothly.  One  of  the  major  difficul- 
ties has  been  the  gross  deterioration  of  many  of  the  vehicles 
which  the  County  took  over  and  which  from  the  beginning  were 
unroadwmrthy  and  entirely  incapable  of  being  made  so  at  any- 
thing like  a reasonable  cost,  thus  reducing  the  number  available 
throughout  the  County  considerably  below  that  originally 
anticipated  and  throwing  more  work  on  those  which  could  be 
used.  Despite  this  the  number  of  patients  carried  and  the 
mileage  covered  has  increased  considerably  every  month.  The 
increase  has  largely  been  on  the  number  of  sitting  cases,  quite  a 
number  of  whom  could,  and  previously  did,  travel  by  ordinary 
conveyance,  and  there  are  occasional  gross  abuses  of  the  Service 

I which  are  difficult  to  prevent. 
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Vaccination. 


Since  July  1948,  Vaccination  has  no  longer  been  compulsory 
and  doubtless  this  has  led  to  a much  smaller  number  of  children 
being  vaccinated. 

This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  County  Council 
and  figures  are  available  for  the  first  time  being  for  the  year 
1950. 


VACCINATION.  REVACCINATION. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Coun- 
cil. Figures  are  available  to  show  the  number  of  children  whose 
immunisation  was  reported  during  1950  by  the  doctors  perform- 
ing the  treatment.  Unfortunately  the  figures  are  somewhat 
fallacious  as  private  practitioners  made  practically  no  returns 
from  5th  July,  1948,  up  to  the  end  of  1949  and  this  is  reflected 
in  the  large  numbers  shown  in  the  first  and  second  quarters  of 
1950. 

Completed 
Course 


1st  (Juarter 
2nd  Quarter 
3rd  Quarter 
4th  ()u after 

'Totals 


Under 

5 years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

Reinforcing- 

Injections 

119 

42 

161 

5(^ 

52 

4 

56 

15 

22 

— 

22 

19 

17 

2 

19 

...  / 

210 


48 


258 


91 
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It  cannot  be  sufficiently  emphasised  that  to  be  efficient 
in  preventing  Diphtheria  becoming  epidemic  at  least  75  % of 
the  child  population  under  15  years  of  age  should  be  immunised. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  general  propaganda  throughout  the 
country  during  and  since  the  last  war  has  resulted  in  a much 
higher  proportion  of  the  children  being  treated  and  this  has  been 
followed  by  an  immense  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  per  year  and  a corresponding  reduction  in  the  deaths 
therefrom..  Judging  from  the  records  for  the  last  half  of  1950, 
there  is  much  to  be  done  in  this  district.  During  this  period 
138  children  were  born  in  the  district  and  a number  in  hospitals, 
etc.,  outside  the  area  yet  only  39  children  under  5 years  of  age 
were  reported  to  have  been  immunised  during  this  period.  Only 
2 children  between  the  ages  5-14  years  were  immunised. 

Experience  has  shown  the  vital  importance  of  re-inforcing 
immunisation  (sometimes  called  “booster”  doses).  If  a child 
is  treated  between  the  age  6-12  months,  as  all  children  should 
be,  then  it  is  most  desirable  that  it  should  have  a booster  when 
it  starts  school  and  with  advantage  a second  booster  about  5 
years  later.  It  will  indeed  be  tragic  if  parents  are  lulled  into  a 
sense  of  security  because  the  incidence  and  seriousness  of  this 
disease  has  diminished  during  the  past  ten  years  and  therefore 
neglect  to  have  their  children  treated. 

At  present  approximately  23.695%  of  children  under  5 
years  of  age  and  66.143%  of  children  between  5 and  15  years 

have  been  immunised.  I understand  that  the  Local  Health 

Authority  (County  Council)  send  birthday  card  reminders  to 
children  when  they  attain  the  age  of  1 year  but  I feel  that  there 
is  room  for  much  vigorous  propaganda. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  is  now  available  to  all  who  are  in  need  and  the  Nurses 
who  served  this  area  so  loyally  in  the  employment  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association  have  continued  in  their  work. 

Maternity  and  Midwifery 

The  Nurses  formerly  employed  by  the  County  Council  for 

this  work  are  continuing  with  same,  although  perhaps  more 

frequently  as  Maternity  nurses  than  Mid  wives  than  formerly,  since 
these  services  and  that  of  the  medical  practitioners  is  now  free. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  that  there 
should  be  local  panels  of  medical  practitioners  with  special  ex- 
perience in  midwifery  who  should  do  this  work,  but  in  this  area 
the  family  doctors  have  all  already  had  a very  considerable  ex- 
perience over  many  years. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 

As  formerly  these  continue  to  be  administered  by  the 
County  Council,  the  centre  remaining  at  Hetton.  Steps  are  being 
taken  to  separate  the  care  of  Mothers  from  that  of  the  Children 
and  the  Assistant  County  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officers  are  being 
diverted  according  to  their  inclinations,  to  the  type  of  work  they 
prefer  doing — children  or  mothers — aiming  at  specialisation  in  one 
of  these  branches. 

School  Medical  Clinics 

These  are  as  formerly  all  operated  by  the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Clinics 

These  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital 

Board. 

V&nereal  Diseases  Clinics 

These  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  . Hospital 

Board. 

Domestic  Helps 

Women  who  are  suitable  and  willing  are  employed  by  the 
County  Council  as  domestic  helps  who  are  sent  out  to  give  domestic 
assistance  wTen  a request  for  same  is  made  and  proved  to  be 
necessary  in  the  event  of  illness  of  the  housewife  or  frailty  of  the 
aged.  Charge  for  this  assistance  is  based  on  income  and,  if 
necessary,  may  be  free.  Requests  for  such  assistance  may  be 
made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  either  direct  or  through  the 
local  Health  Department. 
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Prevalence  of«  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other 

Diseases. 

During  the  year  1950,  some  370  cases  of  infectious  diseases, 
including  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  were  notified  as  occurring  in 
the  district.  This  shows  a decrease  on  the  figure  for  1949 — which 
was  565.  There  were  247  cases  of  measles  and  37  whooping  cough, 
as  compared  with  173  measles  and  172  whooping  cough  in  1949. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  12  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  district  com- 
pared with  37  in  1949.  Of  these  7 were  isolated  in  hospital. 

The  case  incidence  for  the  district  is  0.64  per  1,000  popula- 
tion, and  that  for  England  and  Wales  being  1.50. 

The  case  incidence  for  the  various  wards  is  0.78  Hetton, 
1.03  Hetton  Downs,  0.18  Easington  Lane,  and  0.47  for  Moorsley 
and  Rainton,  each  per  1,000  population. 

One  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified. 


Diphtheria 

There  were  2 cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  during  1950 
as  compared  with  8 cases  in  1949.  Both  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital.  Anti-toxin  is  available  during  office  hours  at  the  Public 
Health  Department,  Hetton  House,  Hetton-le-Hole. 

The  case  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  was  0.11 
compared  with  0.02  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  case  incidence  in  the  wards  was:  Hetton  0.20,  Hetton 
Downs  0.17,  Easington  Lane  nil,  Moorsley  and  Rainton  nil. 

Both  cases  of  diphtheria  had  been  previously  immunised, 
1 in  1942  and  1 in  1943.  Neither  had  had  a reinforcing  dose. 

Influenza. 

There  was  a slight  epidemic  of  influenza  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year^  fortunately  on  the  whole  of  a mild  character.  1 death 
was  certified  as  being  due  to  this  cause. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  continued  to  be  epidemic 
throughout  the  district  in  1950.  In  1950  there  w^ere  247  cases 
of  measles  and  27  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  as  against 
173  measles  and  172  whooping  cough  in  1949. 
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During  the  year  no  deaths  were  ascribed  to  whooping  cough 
or  measles. 

For  reasons  previously  explained  no  action  was  taken  in 
the  district  for  the  use  of  measles  serum  for  prevention  or 
attenuation  of  the  disease. 

There  is  definite  evidence  of  the  much  larger  number  of 
cases  in  the  last  3 and  the  first  3 months  of  any  year  and  of  the 
tendency  to  epidemics  occurring  in  two  yearly  cycles. 

. Considerable  difficulty  is  encountered  in  the  control  of  the 

spread  of  measles  owing  to  its  great  infectivity  during  the  few 
days  preceding  the  rash  when  the  parents  of  the  children  think 
the  patient  is  only  suffering  from  a common  cold  and  infections 
have  been  spread  before  the  diagnosis  is  made. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  when  a child  is  suffering 
from  measles  it  should  be  isolated  so  far  as  practicable  from 
other  children  since  complications  may  occur  in  this  disease  which 
are  of  grave  import.  Also  parents  who  know  that  their  children, 
who  have  not  previously  suffered  from  measles,  have  been  in 
contact  with  a case  should  watch  them  very  carefully  especially 
during  the  third  week  after  contact  and  isolate  them  if  they 
should  show  symptoms,  bleary  eyes,  " running  ” nose  and  cough, 
until  it  is  certain  after  about  four  days  time  by  the  absence  of  a 
rash  that  the  case  is  not  one  of  measles. 

It  is  also  desirable  that  brothers  or  sisters  who  have  not 
previously  had  measles  should  be  kept  from  school  especially 
during  the  third  week  after  exposure  if  a case  of  measles  occurs 
in  their  home. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  hospital  treatment  in  complicated 
cases  of  measles  or  whooping  cough  is  often  of  the  greatest 
value.  When  accommodation  is  available  in  the  Isolation  Hospital 
these  cases  can  be  admitted. 

Pneumonia  and  Erysipelas. 

The  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  showed 
^ decrease,  there  being  49  cases  notified  during  1950  as  against  56 
in  1949.  The  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas  notified  showed  an 
increase,  there  being  5 cases  notified  in  1950  as  against  4 in  1949. 
The  case  rate  for  pneumonia  and  erysipelas  and  the  distribution 
thereof  is  shown  in  the  tables  hereafter. 

There  were  6 deaths  directly  due  to  pneumonia  and  some 
in  which  it  was  a contributory  cause. 
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Infantile  Paralysis. 

During  the  year  1950,  one  case  of  infantile  paralysis  was 
notified  in  the  area. 

School  Notification  of  Disease. 

No  fresh  cases  of  any  notifiable  disease  were  notified 
from  the  schools. 

Notifiable  Disease  during  year  1950. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  other  than  tuber- 
culosis, as  notified  in  the  district  during  the  period  under 
consideration,  the  number  of  cases  which  received  treatment 
in  hospital,  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  such  infectious 
diseases  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1950. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

7 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

♦ • •. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

• • • 

Pneumonia 

49 

... 

6 

Erysipelas 

5 

• • • 

... 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

• • • 

. • • 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

i 

1 

• • « 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

Dysentry 

2 

• • • 

• . • 

Measles 

247 

... 

e « • 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

- • * 

Totals 

346 

11 

6 

The  following  table  shows  the  following  important  facts, 
viz.  : the  age  incidence  of  the  cases  of  each  of  the  various 
diseases  including  all  forms  of  tuberculosis,  the  sex  and  age 
incidence  of  cases  of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, and  the  incidence  of  each  disease  in  every  Ward. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1950  —Showing  Age  Incidence  and  Distribution. 
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Case  Rates  for  Infectious  Diseases  — Notifications  per  1,000  population. 

Fig:uies  for  England  and  Wales,  148  Smaller  Towns  are  Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Re 

turns.  Those  for  Fletton  Urban  District  are  correrted. 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Schemes  for  the  above  are  entirely  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  during  1950  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
employed  in  the  milk  trade),  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis). 

New  Cases  of  Mortality  during  1950. 

20  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  being  5 males  and  15 
females  were  notified  or  came  to  notice  during  the  year,  also  1 
cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  being  1 male  and  3 females. 
In  1949  there  were  17  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  being  10 
males  and  7 females,  and  2 cases  of  non-pulmonary  forms  being 
1 male  and  1 female,  notified. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary  cases  of  tuberculosis  noted  in  1950  according 
to  sex  and  wards. 


Ward 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Totals 

M, 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Hetton 

1 

4 

— 

1 

6 

Hetton  Downs 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Eas.  Lane  ... 
Moorsley  & 

2 

4 

1 

2 . 

9 

Rainton 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Totals  ... 

5 

15 

1 

3 

24 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  age-periods  for 
males  and  females,  at  which  the  new  cases  were  notified  and  when 
death  occurred,  as  compiled  from  local  statistics. 
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NewCases  | Deaths 


Age  Period 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under 

1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—2 

> 5 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2—3 

y 5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—4 

? y 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 — 5 

y 5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

3 y 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

y i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

y y 

• • 4 

1 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

9 3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35 — 45 

7 3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 65 

y k 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 

over 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 ^ 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

15 

1 

3 

2 

2 

— 

1 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  notifications 
of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  according  to  sex 
for  the  years  1941-50,  inclusive. 


Pulmonary  Non-Fulmonary 

Tuberculosis  Tuberculosis  Total 


Year 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

All  Forms 

1941 

11  ... 

10  ... 

21  ... 

8 ... 

4 

12 

33 

1942 

8 ... 

5 ... 

13  ... 

3 ... 

5 

8 

21 

1943 

12  ... 

9 ... 

21  ... 

5 ... 

8 

13 

34 

1944 

6 ... 

9 ... 

15  ... 

4 ... 

6 

10 

25 

1945 

9 ... 

4 ... 

13  ... 

3 ... 

2 

5 

18 

1946 

12  ... 

14  ... 

26  ... 

4 ... 

3 

7 

33 

1947 

9 ... 

10  ... 

19  ... 

2 ... 

5 

7 

26 

194S 

7 ... 

9 ... 

16  ... 

2 ... 

1 

3 

19 

1943 

10  ... 

7 ... 

17  ... 

1 ... 

1 

2 

19 

19Y0 

Occupation. 

5 ... 

15  ... 

20  ... 

1 ... 

3 

4 

24 

Amongst  the  non-pulmonary  cases  1 was  of  school  age  and 
3 under  school  age. 

Of  those  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  5 were 
housewives,  1 miner,  1 baker,  1 van  driver,  3 of  school  age,  3 
under  school  age  and  6 occupation  unknown. 
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Sites  of  Lesions  in  Non-Pulmonary  Cases 

2 neck  glands,  1 abdomen,  1 mesenteric  glands. 

issotsfication  of  Tuberculosis. 

This  seems  to  have  been  greatly  improved  within  the  past 
few  years.  Practitioners  realise  it  is  a duty  and  the  patients  or 
friends  have  learnt  that  notification  is  actually  to  help  them 
since  the  sooner  the  County  Authorities  know,  the  sooner  they 
can  help  in  treatment. 

Examination  of  Sputa. 

Sputa  specimens  are  examined  in  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
atory, Newcastle,  the  County  Council  paying  the  charge  therefor. 

Housing  and  Tuberculosis. 

There  is  still  evidence  that  a number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
are  housed  in  poor  conditions  and  that  only  too  frequently  sufferers 
from  the  pulmonary  type  are  not  occupying  their  own  bedroom  or 
even  bed.  It  is  important  for  the  sake  of  all  the  other  inmates  of 
the  house  as  well  as  for  the  improvement  of  the  patient's  condition 
that  every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  provide  the  patient  with  his 
or  her  own  bed — unshared  by  any — better  still,  a room  solely  for  the 
use  of  the  patient.  I am  gdad  to  know  that  the  Hetton 
Urban  District  Council  has  been  sympathetic  in  consideration  of 
such  families  who  are  applicants  for  Council  houses,  but  even 
then  much  remains  to  be  done  by  these  families  to  use  the 
accommodation  to  the  best  advantage. 

In  many  areas  of  the  country  a marked  increase  has  been 
noticed  in  the  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  children  comparing  the 
years  1938  and  1950,  but  the  reverse  is  the  position  here.  There 
has  been  an  explanation  of  the  increase  given  in  various  instances, 
ascribing  it  to  overcrowding  and  bad  housing  conditions. 


29 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply 

The  Urban  District  is  supplied  with  water  from  four  sources  the 
principal  source  of  supply  being  the  Council's  winter  undertaking  which 
normally  serves  the  Hetton  Downs,  Hetton  and  Easington  Lane  Wards. 
However,  in  past  years  to  maintain  an  adequate  supply  for  all  consumers 
it  has  been  necessary  to  take  a supplementary  supply  from  the  Sunderland 
and  South  Shields  W'ater  Company,  this  amounting  during  the  year  under 
review  to  31,984,000  gallons,  this  being  a substantial  decrease  on  the 
previous  year’s  consumption.  The  Council’s  own  undertaking  delivered 
from  the  main  source,  Eppleton  Colliery,  118,983,000  gallons,  this  being 
a decrease  of  some  5,000,000  gallons  on  the  previous  year’s  consumption. 
The  overall  drop  in  consumption  as  compared  with  1949  w’as  over 
12,000,000  gallons,  this  being  due  possibly  to  the  abnormally  wet  year, 
but  it  is  gratifying  in  as  much  as  an  increasing  number  of  new  houses 
equipped  with  modern  conveniences  are  being  erected  and  privy  conver- 
sions had  increased,  and  therefore  it  could  be  reasonably  anticipated  that 
' the  v'ater  consumption  would  also  increase. 

So  far  as  the  Council’s  Avater  undertaking  is  concerned  the  quality 
of  the  Avater  during  the  year  Avas  generally  satisfactory,  samples  for 
chemical  analysis  being  submitted  every  tAvo  months  and  shoAving  the 
Avater  to  be  pure  organically  Avith  a pH  value  of  7.6,  a total  hardness  of 
betAA^een  59/60°  and  a permanent  hardness  of  33/39°.  In  addition  69 
samples  Avere  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  Avhilst  the 
majority  of  the  results  AA-ere  satisfactory  there  were  four  occasions  a\  lien 
the  b.  coli  counts  Avere  high  at  Eppleton  reservoir  and  the  rate  of 
chlorination  had  to  be  increased. 

Chloramine  treatment  was  carried  out  throughout  the  year  and 
the  plant  maintained  in  a sound  Avorking  condition. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  population  approximating  16,900  is  sup- 
plied by  the  Council’s  OAvn  undertaking,  the  average  daily  consumption 
per  head  being  26  gallons  and  the  supply  in  all  cases  is  direct  from  the 
water  main  to  the  house. 

NeAV  mains  Avere  laid  during  the  year  to  supply  88  houses  on  the 
Prospect  Estate  and  the  first  lengths  of  main  Avere  laid  to  supply  the  neAv 
housing  site  at  the  Loav  DoAvns. 

The  Avhole  undertaking  throughout  the  year  Avas  maintained  in  an 
efficient  condition. 
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The  Moorsley  district  which  now  includes  a good  number  of  Council 
houses  is  supplied  by  the  National  Coal  Board  with  spring  water  which  is 
collected  from  surface  feeders  in  a reservoir  situated  at  Low  Moorsley  and 
pumped  from  there  to  a small  reservoir  at  High  Moorsley  to  obtain  suffi- 
cient head.  This  supply  has  proved  to  be  very  wholesome  and  abundant. 
It  is,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  collected  from  springs  at  surface  level, 
rather  susceptible  to  contamination,  but  it  is  kept  under  constant  obser- 
vation, samples  being  taken  weekly  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department, 
and  the  Coal  Board’s  Scientific  Department  also  take  samples  and  any  var- 
iation in  purity  is,  therefore,  quickly  noted  and  dealt  with;  in  fact,  how- 
ever, variations  are  rare,  and  this  supply  is  generally  satisfactory.  The 
mains  are  in  generally  good  condition  and  the  method  of  chlorination  used 
proves  to  be  effective.  The  spring  at  High  Moorsley  which  was  in  the  past 
used  by  householders  when  the  main  supply  failed  is  also  frequently  sampled 
as  this  forms  a check  on  the  main  supply,  and  despite  the  fact  that  the 
collecting  chamber  is  frequently  fouled,  invariably  the  water  was  found  to 
be  pure  and  wholesome.  The  pH  value  of  this  water  is  consistently  7.4, 
with  a total  hardness  of  34/36.8°  and  a permanent  hardness  of  11.5/14.8°. 

The  Rainton  Ward  is  supplied  by  water  from  the  Durham  County 
M’ater  Board’s  mains.  This  water  is  much  softer  than  the  local  water 
and  it  is  also  sampled  weekly.  It  was  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory 
although  seasonal  variations  in  purity  were  observed  from  time  to  time 
which  were  dealt  with  by  the  flushing  of  the  mains  affected.  Little  trouble 
was  experienced  during  the  year  with  inadequate  supply  to  high  portions 
of  the  Council’s  housing  estate,  this  having  given  rise  to  complaint  in  the 
past.  This  water  has  a pH  value  of  6.9,  a total  hardness  of  2.8/4°  and  a 
permanent  hardness  of  1.3/2°. 

Certain  outlying  farms  have  independent  supplies  which  are  main- 
tained by  the  National  Coal  Board  and  these  supplies  were  periodically 
sampled,  the  result  being  generally  satisfactory,  although  in  one  case 
where  a number  of  unsatisfactory  results  were  received  the  National  Coal 
Board  renewed  a length  of  defective  main  and  no  further  trouble  was 
experienced. 

104  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  by 
the  Health  Department,  23  of  these  being  sub-standard.  All  samples 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle.  The  examinations  are  made  free  of  charge  and  it 
is  therefore  possible  to  take  samples  from  supplies  throughout  the  area  at 
frequent  intervals.  Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  taken  at  least  every 
3 months,  the  examinations  being  made  by  the  Council’s  analyst,  W.  G. 
Carey,  Esq.  These  figures  do  not  include  samples  before-mentioned  taken 
by  the  Surveyor’s  Department  from  the  Council’s  own  undertaking,  or 
samples  taken  by  the  National  Coal  Board’s  chemists  from  those  portions 
of  the  supply  for  which  the  Board  are  responsible. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage  ' 

The  sewers  throughout  the  district,  with  one  exception,  all  drain 
to  the  Glebe  Sewage  Works  at  Rainton  Bridge.  The  works  is  a com- 
paratively modern  installation  which  was  completed  in  1937,  and  it 
continued  to  function  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

In  connection  with  new  housing  developments  soil  and  surface 
water  sewers  were  laid  for  88  houses  on  the  Prospect  Estate,  and  42  houses 
on  the  Peat  Carr  Estate.  In  addition  a considerable  part  of  the  work  of 
relaying  the  21"  main  outfall  sewer  was  completed  by  the  end  of  1950, 
and  the  sewers  and  works  were  generally  maintained  in  a good  condition. 
All  sewers  were  given  two  rodent  control  maintenance  treatments  during 
the  year,  and  the  take  of  bait  indicated  that  this  resulted  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  a large  number  of  rats. 

In  conjunction  with  the  privy  conversion  scheme,  wherever  con- 
versions were  carried  out  the  opportunity  was  taken  at  the  same  time  to 
overhaul  the  sewer  where  necessary,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  addi- 
tional flushing  and  scouring  which  the  water  carriage  system  will  provide 
should  assist  in  maintaining  the  branch  sew'ers  in  a satisfactory  working 
condition. 

During  1950  it  was  necessary  to  serve  27  informal  notices  with 
respect  to  defects  in  house  drainage  and  these  were  all  complied  with  more 
or  less  promptly,  it  not  being  found  necessary  in  any  case  to  issue  a 
Statutory  Notice.  It  was  also  necessary  to  serve  6 informal  notices  draw- 
ing attention  to  defects  in  water  closets  and  in  no  case  had  these  to  be 
followed  up  by  a Statutory  Notice,  5 of  the  informal  notices  having  been 
complied  wdth  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation 

At  the  end  of  1950  sanitary  conveniences  of  each  type  in  use  in  the 
Urban  district  were  as  follows: — 


Water-closets 
Ash-closets 
Ash-pit  privies 


5,254 


462 
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Good  progress  was  made  with  privy  conversions  and  in  this  connec- 
tion 238  ash-closets  were  converted  into  water-closets.  It  was  also  pos- 
sible to  abolish  30  ash-closets  which  were  cleared  in  conjunction  with  the 
houses  which  they  served  in  Slum  Clearance  areas.  Of  the  privy  con- 
versions completed  during  the  year  226  were  carried  out  by  a contractor 
acting  on  the  Council’s  behalf  and  12  \vere  carried  out  by  owners,  generally 
owner-occupiers,  who  also  received  a grant  from  the  Council  towards  the 
cost  of  the  work,  such  grant  being  equivalent  to  one  half  the  cost  of 
similar  conversions  carried  out  directly  by  the  Council.  It  was  found 


32 


necessary  to  split  the  closet  conversions  into  two  types,  firstly,  where 
the  condition  of  the  existing  house  drainage  made  it  desirable  a ne\^'  drain 
was  laid  direct  from  the  closet  to  the  sewer,  and  a special  type  of  basin,  with 
an  inlet  on  the  trap  to  give  access  to  the  drain  was  installed.  This  type 
was  invariably  necessary  in  streets  of  Colliery  houses  where  one  drain, 
generally  in  an  inaccessible  position  under  the  party  wall,  served  two 
houses.  In  the  second  type  of  conversion  it  was  possible  to  construct  an 
inspection  chamber  on  the  line  of  the  existing  house  drain  and  the  w^ater- 
closet  was  connected  into  this.  The  execution  of  the  conversions  has 
brought  about  a considerable  improvement  in  the  back  streets,  particu- 
larly in  the  Hetton  Downs  Ward,  the  completion  of  the  work  making  it 
possible  for  streets  and  footpaths  to  be  made  up,  in  fact,  in  a few  cases 
the  National  Coal  Board  have  already  made  some  progress  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  they  were  also  very  helpful  in  carrying  out  repairs  to  outbuildings 
where  the  Department  considered  the  structure  was  unsatisfactory  for 
conversion.  It  was  possible  to  apportion  the  cost  of  the  first  section  of 
conversions  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  this,  including  all  administra- 
tion costs,  and  raising  of  loan,  amounted  to  T17/5/9  per  conversion, 
which  compares  very  favourably  with  the  cost  of  conversions  carried  out 
in  previous  years. 

A stringent  specification  was  observed  in  the  execution  of  the  work, 
particular  care  being  paid  to  the  protection  of  water  pipes  from  frost,  a 
stop  tap  being  provided  in  each  closet  in  order  that  the  supply  could  be 
cut  off  immediately  at  any  time.  Complaints  and  maintenance  work  have 
been  negligible.  Progress  was  still  being  made  with  the  scheme  at  the 
end  of  the  year  under  -review  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  until  some 
400  conversions  had  been  completed,  when  ash-closets  in  the  area  will  be 
practically  eliminated,  those  left  being  in  isolated  places  remote  from  the 
sewer  where  it  is  hoped  eventually,  to  either  obtain  sewer  extensions  or  to 
instal  chemical  closets,  and  the  remainder  are  attached  to  houses  which 
it  is  anticipated  rvill  be  demolished  in  the  near  future  under  Slum  Clear- 
ance Orders. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

House  refuse  is  collected  and  disposed  of  by  a direct  labour  staff 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  a fleet  of  5 motor  lorries 
and  15  men  being  employed  on  this  work.  An  additional  loriy^  is  available 
for  use  in  abnormal  periods  or  when  breakdowns  occur.  The  vehicles  are 
in  good  mechanical  condition  and  breakdowns  are  infrequent,  4 of 
them  are  less  than  two  years  old  and  of  the  2 remaining  1 was  purchased 
in  1943  and  the  other  in  1939,  but  they  have  been  well  maintained.  It 
is  necessary  in  addition  to  the  direct  labour  staff  to  hire  a horse  and 
cart  which  is  engaged  for  an  average  period  of  21  hours  per  week  in 
clearing  inaccessible  or  isolated  ash-closets  which  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  cleanse  with  a motor  vehicle. 
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Maintenance  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  mechanic  who 
deals  with  all  repair  work  necessary  and  also  carries  out  bodywork  re- 
pairs and  re-painting.  This  ensures  that  work  is  carried  out  with  the 
minimum  delay  and  a considerable  saving  in  valuable  time  is  effected. 
The  garage  is  at  present  well  equipped  for  carrying  out  work  of  this 
nature. 

All  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  this  being  controlled  where 
the  situation  and  the  supply  of  soil  available  makes  this  possible.  Four 
tips  are  available,  these  being  situated  at  the  Hazard  Colliery,  Bull  Wells, 
The  Gill,  and  The  Brickies,  Lyons  Colliery,  the  majority  of  the  refuse 
being  concentrated  on  the  latter  tip,  this  being  an  old  quarry  which  had 
become  water-logged  and  a source  of  danger,  and  was  therefore  offered 
by  the  National  Coal  Board  to  the  Council  as  a free  tip.  It  makes  an  ideal 
tip  and  absorbs  a great  quantity  of  refuse  and  some  very  useful  land  ^vill 
be  re-claimed  when  it  is  completed.  The  other  tips  present  difficulty  in 
contour  and  precautions  are  necessary  in  order  to  avoid  a steep  face, 
which  constitutes  a danger  from  fire.  Every  effort  is  made  to  tip  in  shallow 
layers  to  avoid  this  risk  and  little  trouble  was  experienced  in  this  respect 
during  the  year  under  review.  A large  portion  of  the  tip  at  Bull  Wells 
has  been  completed  and  ready  for  re-claiming  for  some  years  but  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  getting  the  adjacent  farmers  to  take  this  over,  as  in  the 
interim  the  finished  surface  had  been  spoilt  by  the  promiscuous  dumping 
of  refuse  by  unauthorised  persons.  This  practice  creates  a serious 
nuisance  on  the  tips,  the  trouble  generally  being  caused  by  builders  who 
leave  the  rubbish  in  heaps  on  the  surface  without  attempting  to  level. 
Despite  warning  notices  this  practice  is  prevalent  and  difficult  to  check 
as,  on  the  grounds  of  economy,  a man  is  not  employed  full-time  on  the 
refuse  tips.  A good  amount  of  refuse  is  absorbed  for  re-claiming  land  and 
making  good  damage  caused  by  colliery  subsidence.  This  demand  is  likely 
to  continue  in  the  future,  although  the  refuse  has  now  little  manurial 
value  and  is,  therefore,  not  in  such  great  demand  by  farmers.  It  is 
very  necessary  to  conserve  tipping  space  a,s  much  as  possible  as  looking 
: ahead  the  time  will  arrive  when  this  will  be  difficult  to  obtain  in  the 
district,  both  because  sites  requiring  levelling  are  becoming  less,  and, 
; owing  to  wide  spread  building,  suitable  sites  remote  from  dwelling  houses 
I are  few  and  far  between.  Therefore,  occasional  demands  for  levelling  up 
' work  are  welcomed,  but  they  disturb  routine  tipping,  as  it  is  very  desir- 
j able  to  proceed  methodically  to  complete  those  existing,  before  opening 
( out  fresh  tips  in  other  parts  of  the  district. 

The  number  of  premises  which  were  being  dealt  with  by  the 
r Scavenging  Department  at  the  end  of  1950,  was  5.988  and  the  approxi- 
r;  mate  average  cost  per  house  per  annum  was  £1,362.  The  rapid  pro- 
gress in  building  Council  houses  in  the  post  war  years  has  caused  a steady 
i rise  in  the  number  of  premises  to  be  dealt  with,  as  houses  subject  to  dear- 
th ance  Orders  have  not  been  demolished  at  the  same  rate.  The  layout  of 
i the  Council  housing  sites  at  present  under  construction  makes  it  neces- 
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sary  for  bins  to  be  carried  for  a considerably  increased  distance,  and  there- 
fore, the  lorries  have  been  provided  with  wheel  bin  carriers.  The  use  of 
these  however,  has  been  made  abortive  owing  to  the  number  of  steps  it  is 
necessary  to  negotiate.  Furthermore,  despite  electric  cooking  facilities, 
which  have  been  installed  at  a good  number  of  houses  and,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  the  diminished  number  of  fireplaces, which  are  of  the  most  modern 
type,  it  is  found  that  the  same  quantity  of  ash  is  being  put  out  by  the 
majority  of  tenants,  necessitating,  particularly,  during  the  winter  months, 
two  visits  per  week.  This  has  thrown  a considerable  amount  of  extra 
work  upon  the  servuce  which  has  been  dealt  with  up  to  the  present  without 
further  increase  in  stah  or  plant,  but  the  time  will  arrive  in  the  near 
future  when  additions  to  the  staff  will  be  necessary  to  meet  this  additional 
work.  During  1950,  however,  as  labour  and  overhead  charges  remained 
more  or  less  stationary  it  was  possible  to  maintain  the  scavenging  costs  at 
the  veiy’  reasonable  figure  quoted  above. 

The  scheme  for  the  routine  renewal  of  ashbins,  which  has  been  in 
force  since  1936,  was  continued  during  the  year  although  difficulties  were 
experienced  in  obtaining  supplies  of  suitable  bins,  and  the  cost  of  these 
is  high.  82  ashbins  were  supplied  to  householders  in  the  district  under  the 
scheme  during  the  year  under  review,  the  price  charged  being  17/-,  it 
being  necessary  to  increase  this  from  16/-,  in  May,  1950,  and  this  charge, 
whilst  still  being  below  the  cost  of  a similar  article  in  the  shops  allowed 
a small  margin  of  profit  to  the  Council  to  cover  handling  and  administra- 
tive expenses.  This  scheme  has  always  worked  well  and  is  appreciated 
by  the  public.  It  ensures  that  a standard  type  of  receptacle  is  used 
throughout  the  district  and  a dilapidated  ashbin  is  a rarity.  The  ultimate 
step,  and  this  should  be  feasible  when  all  ashpits  and  ash-closets  in  the 
area  are  abolished,  will  be  to  make  the  provision  of  ashbins  a rate  charge, 
when  the  renewal  of  the  defective  bin  would  be  carried  out  as  a matter 
of  routine. 

The  salvage  scheme  came  to  an  end  during  1949,  but  it  was  not 
possible  to  market  accumulated  material  until  March  of  the  year  under 
review,  and  then  the  price  obtained  for  it  was  not  economic.  The  cessation 
of  the  salvage  scheme  created  a minor  problem  as  large  quantities  of  trade 
refuse  which  had  previously  been  collected  as  salvage  were  left  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  scavenging  service  and  shopkeepers  in  the  district  were 
given  the  opportunity  of  having  this  removed  by  the  Council’s  staff  for 
a small  weekly  charge,  or  they  were  alternatively  asked  to  dispose  of  the 
refuse  themselves,  being  warned  in  this  connection  against  promiscuous 
dumping-  of  it.  A minority  of  shopkeepers  availed  themselves  of  the 
Council’s  offer  and  are  paying  for  the  collection  of  the  refuse.  The  re- 
mainder dispose  of  their  trade  refuse  themselves,  principally  by  burning, 
and  this  has  given  little  rise  to  complaint  despite  the  fact  that  the  relaxation 
of  economic  restrictions  has  caused  a considerable  increase  in  the  amount 
of  non-returnable  empties  in  the  shops. 
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Summary  of  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 

during  the  year  1950. 


I.  Public  Health  Acts. 


33w’ling-houses  Foul  Conditions 
and  > Structural  Def’ts 

Schools  j Overcrowding 
Lodging-houses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . . 

Cowsheds 

Bakehouses  ... 

Slaughter  houses 
Ashpits  and  Privies  .. 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Water  Closets 
Defective  Yard  Paving 

) Defective  Traps 
House  ( No  disconnection 
Drainage  C from  sewers 

' Other  Faults 
Water  Supply- 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances  (Pigsties  and 
animals  improperly  kept) 
Defective  Spouts 
Provision  of  Dust  Bins 
Provision  of  Scullery  Sinks  ... 


Number  of 

informal 
written 
Notices  by 

Inspector 

Number  of 

Formal 

Notices  by 

order  of 

Authority 

Number  of 

Nuisances 

abated 

after 

Notice 

2 

2 

209 

25 

181 

1 

... 

1 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

*2 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

• • • 

1 

4 

70 

229 

5 

• • • 

5 

6 

• • • 

5 

9 

• • • 

8 

11 

... 

11 

16 

« . . 

• • • 

16 

13 

1 

• • • 

11 

• • • 

8 

• * • 

8 1 

6 

1 

5 

87 

* ♦ • 

87 

6 

1 

4 

389 

98 

579 

Totals 
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■ 

II.  Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. 

1 Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 
Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for 
use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food 
j Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Un- 
wholesome Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for 
Analysis 

! Samples  found  Adulterated 

Number 

1 

Remarks 

104 

23 

« • » 

186  Milk) 
7 IceC.) 

1 

For  advisory 
purposes  only.  ; 

1 III.  Precautions  against 

Infectious  Disease. 

i Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or 

1 destroyed 

j Flouses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
! Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected 
persons  or  things 

Convictions  for  exposure  of  infected  per- 
i sons  or  things  ... 

1 

19 

16 

• • » 

... 

i 

1 

1 

4 2 Houses  treated  1 
for  Beetles,  etc. 

1 

1 

i IV.  General. 

j Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year 

106 

1 Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during 

year 

106 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 

Ash-pit  privies  converted  into  Water-closets 

« • « 

Ash-closets  converted  into  Water-closets 

238 

3 1 askclosets 

1 Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 

5254 

demolislied 

Total  numbei  of  Ash-closets  in  District... 

462 

Total  number  of  Ashpit-privies  in  District 

17 

1 
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Housing 

During  1950  further  very  satisfactory  progress  was  made  with  the 
provision  of  new  houses,  106  being  erected  and  occupied  during  the  year, 
and  an  additional  number  were  in  an  advanced  state  of  construction  at 
the  end  of  1950.  All  the  building  work  in  connection  with  these  was 
carried  our  by  the  Council’s  Direct  Labour  Staff.  During  the  year  con- 
sideration was  given  to  further  extensions  of  the  housing  schemes,  and 
type  plans  and  layouts  were  adopted  in  order  that  the  building  programme 
might  make  continuous  and  uninterrupted  progress  during  1951. 

An  excellent  type  of  house  is  being  provided  with  amenities  which 
surpass  those  provided  in  houses  erected  by  speculative  builders  for  sale, 
pre-war.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  the  fitments  provided  are 
robust  enough  to  stand  the  misuse  which  they  ^^’ill  get  from  some  tenants 
and  unless  discrimination  is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  tenants  heavy 
maintenance  costs  may  have  to  be  met  in  the  future  with  a consequent 
reflection  upon  rents,  which  are  by  local  standards,  already  high,  and  a 
deterrent  to  many  who  would  be  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  occupying  a 
new  house.  The  rents  of  our  current  houses  are  not  high  when  compared 
to  those  ruling  in  the  towns  and  large  centres  of  population  and  gladly 
paid  by  workers  in  the  lower  income  groups  who  are,  moreover,  faced 
wdth  excessive  travelling  expenses  in  getting  to  and  from  their  work,  but 
one  sometimes  feels  that  in  a section  of  the  local  community  an  expendi- 
ture on  rent  over  and  above  the  rent  allowances  made  to  the  miner,  is 
■considered  to  be  wasted  money,  and  as  a result,  in  spite  of  high  wages  and 
the  assistance  given  by  family  allowances,  and  despite  also  the  very  great 
amenities  and  improved  environment  provided  by  the  modern  house, 
prospective  tenants  are  met  with  who,  whilst  well  able  to  afford  the  rent, 
yet  seize  the  first  opportunity  to  exchange  into  the  Tower  rented  houses, 
often  into  a Colliery  house  with  its  complete  lack  of  modern  conveniences. 
IMany  applicants  display  reluctance  to  take  a house  which  is  larger  than 
their  immediate  requirements  and  therefore  the  two  bedroomed  house  is 
in  much  greater  demand  than  the  larger  types,  the  trend  of  the  modern 
family  seems  to  indicate  that  this  position  will  continue.  The  important 
factor  governing  this,  is  of  course,  that  many  of  the  applicants  have  in- 
sufficient eftects  and  floor  covering  to  furnish  a large  house,  and  the  cost 
of  these  is  at  present  prohibitive  to  the  majority.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
rentals  will  present  a problem  in  the  future  if  wages  fall  and  unemploy- 
ment is  rife. 

The  housing  sites  are  laid  out  in  accordance  with  the  modern  trend, 
houses  being  semi-detached  or  in  small  blocks,  one  factor  governing  this 
being  the  necessity  to  take  precautions  against  damage  by  mining  subsi- 
dence. This  type  of  layout,  whilst  very  desirable  if  the  tenants  co-operate 
by  setting  their  gardens,  can  result  in  a great  wastage  of  valuable  land, 
and  must  also  cause  much  loss  of  time  to  tradesmen,  it  certainly  does  to  the 
Scavenging  staff,  and  in  a district  where  the  custom  is  to  dump  loads  of 
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coal  on  the  street  must  prove  inconvenient  to  many  of  the  tenants.  By 
reducing  the  size  of  the  gardens  and  laying  out  and  cultivating  corner  sites 
a great  step  forward  has  been  taken  in  beautifying  the  housing  schemes, 
and  generally  speaking  the  majority  of  the  tenants  on  the  new  sites  appear 
to  have  received  an  incentive  from  the  Council’s  action  in  this  connection 
and  well  kept  gardens  are  fairly  general.  The  activities  of  the  Council  in 
this  connection  are  particularly  noticeable  on  the  sites  devoted  to  the 
housing  of  old  people,  where  the  responsibility  of  cultivating  the  gardens 
is  almost  entirely  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  staff,  and  the  results  are 
striking.  The  continued  provision  of  small  houses  for  old  people  is  highly 
desirable,  as  in  almost  every  case  the  occupation  of  a house  of  this  type 
releases  a large  house  for  family  use,  and  old  people  are  provided  with  a 
home  at  a rental  within  their  means,  and  of  a size  and  design  easily, 
worked.  The  Council  during  the  year  gave  much  consideration  to  the 
needs  of  old  people  and  considered  what  could  be  done  to  improve  the 
Broomhill  Estate  which  has  a large  number  of  this  type  of  house  erected 
many  years  ago.  This  estate  is  well  situated  but  not  eminently  suitable 
for  aged  persons,  having  regard  to  the  amount  of  climbing  which  is 
necessary  to  get  to  the  houses,  which  are  built  on  a slope,  and  also  to 
the  number  of  steps  necessary  to  many  of  the  houses  due  to  the  same 
, reason.  It  was,  therefore,  decided  to  cease  to  use  these  houses  for  occupa- 
tion by  aged  persons  as  soon  as  other  accommodation  can  be  made  avail- 
able, and  that  the  houses  when  vacated  should  be  converted  to  provide 
accommodation  for  young  couples. 

Much  time  was  devoted  during  the  year  to  consideration  of  the 
housing  lists,  this  being  necessary  as  the  accelerated  progress  in  providing 
new  houses  brought  to  light  difficulties  met  with  in  satisfactorily  allocating 
those  becoming  ready  for  occupation.  Revisions  of  the  housing  applica- 
tion lists  had  previously  taken  place  with  a view  to  the  elimination  of 
applicants  who  no  longer  required  houses  or  were  for  some  reason  in- 
eligible, and  after  serious  consideration  the  Council  decided  to  adopt  a 
points  scheme  and  a formula  for  assessing  points  was  put  into  effect. 
This  scheme  has  proved  satisfactory  both  to  the  Council,  their  officials, 
and  the  applicants,  who  were  satisfied  that  each  application  was  being 
dealt  with  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  need  of  the  applicant,  and 
moreover,  any  applicant  was  able  to  ascertain  upon  enquiry  the  number 
of  points  with  which  he  had  been  assessed,  and  if  aggrieved  was  able  to 
obtain  a revision  of  these.  No  scheme  is,  however,  perfect  nor  is  it 
possible  to  make  rules  to  meet  all  circumstances,  and  whilst  the  scheme 
is  excellent  for  bringing  the  most  needy  cases  to  the  surface  personal 
knowledge  or  some  investigation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  applicants  is 
necessary.  The  points  are  assessed  on  information  provided  by  the  applic- 
ant himself,  this  is  generally  accurate  and  indeed  any  deliberate  mis- 
statement renders  the  applicant  liable  to  immediate  disqualification,  but 
the  system  does  not  take  into  account  the  suitability  of  the  prospective 
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tenant,  and  here  caution  is  desirable  and  investigation  of  the  prospective 
tenant’s  circumstances  necessary,  it  being  generally  possible  to  arrange  for 
the  applicant  whose  financial  circumstances  or  home  conditions  are  doubt- 
ful to  take  over  a casual  vacancy  in  one  of  the  older  types  of  house.  The 
arrangement  or  enforcement  of  exchanges  between  tenants  who  are  occupy- 
ing houses  too  small  for  their  family  needs  and  others  who  are  occupying 
large  houses  but  have  small  families  would  make  available  a considerable 
number  of  houses.  An  attempt  has  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  bring 
this  about  but  comprehensive  exchanges  throughout  the  schemes  have 
never  been  enforced.  There  is  still  a number  of  tenants,  admittedly  small, 
w'ho  occupy  houses  too  small  for  their  needs  and  who  are  quite  prepared 
to  put  up  with  the  overcrowding  and  inconvenience  for  the  sake  of  the 
saving  in  rent,  and  this  overcrowding  of  houses  invariably  leads  to  misuse 
and  damage.  On  the  other  hand,  tenants  who  would  be  prepared  to 
co-operate  are  reluctant  to  leave  a clean  house  and  enter  one  which  is 
neglected  and  dirty,  and  which  they  would  be  put  to  considerable  expense 
to  redecorate.  The  small  house  which  has  been  occupied  by  a large  family 
is  almost  invariably  in  this  state.  It  would,  however,  appear  to  be 
reasonable  to  give  the  tenants  of  the  existing  housing  scheme  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exchanging  into  the  newer  high  rented  type  of  house  if  they 
wish  to  do  so,  and  this  would  ensure  that  the  houses  were  tenanted  by 
people  who  the  Council  knew  from  experience  could  meet  the  rent,  treat 
and  maintain  the  house  as  it  should  be  treated,  and  satisfactorily  culti- 
vate the  garden. 

At  the  end  of  1950  there  were  still  a number  of  families  occupying 
houses  which  were  subject  to  slum  clearance  orders  made  before  the  war. 
Some  of  these  were  tenants  who  had  been  allowed  during  the  war  years  to 
occupy  the  houses  during  the  emergency  and  are  now,  therefore,  treated 
as  ordinary  applicants  on  the  housing  list.  The  Council  have  fortunately 
decided  that  this  re-letting  of  slum  clearance  houses  should  cease,  this 
decision  being  very  helpful  to  the  Department  who  were  previously  in- 
undated with  requests  from  young  couples  for  permission  to  take  over  this 
type  of  house,  many  of  the  applicants  being  willing  to  buy  the  property 
and  do  their  best  to  re-condition  it.  Experience  showed  that  whilst  this 
; type  of  applicant  is  only  too  anxious  to  get  into  the  property  they  soon 
realise  its  deficiencies  and  put  forward  the  conditions  under  which  they 
E are  living  as  a lever  to  obtain  priority  for  a Council  house,  in  fact,  one 
: suspects  that  this  motive  exists  behind  many  such  applications.  On  the 
: other  hand  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  a number  of  young  couples  who  got 
i into  this  type  of  property  by  permission  have  made  themselves  very 
: comfortable.  Now,  fortunately,  such  houses  are  demolished  immediately 
1 they  are  vacated,  in  order  to  prevent  occupation  by  squatters,  and  trouble 
;j  in  this  direction  is  negligible,  it  not  being  necessary  to  take  legal  action 
£ against  a squatter  during  the  year  under  review.  A great  effort  was  made 
L during  the  year  to  tidy  up  the  existing  slum  clearance  areas  and  a good 
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number  of  derelict  and  dangerous  buildings  were  demolished  and  the  sites 
cleared,  the  greater  portion  of  this  work  being  undertaken  by  the  Council’s 
workmen  by  arrangement  with  the  owners. 

In  pursuance  of  their  policy  the  Council  dealt  with  a good  number 
of  sub-standard  houses  by  the  making  of  Demolition  Orders.  This  policy 
does  not  aim  at  the  immedate  demolition  of  the  property  as  the  oppor- 
tunity to  re-house  the  tenant  affects  this,  but  gives  the  Council  some  con- 
trol over  the  future  use  of  this  type  of  property  if  and  when  it  becomes 
vacant,  as  it  was  found  in  the  past  that  some  owners  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity to/  dispose  of  sub-standard  worn  out  houses  at  exorbitant  prices, 
generally  to  young  couples  in  dire  need  of  accommodation,  who  will  in  the 
very  near  future  lose  their  investment.  The  majority  of  these  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  in  connection  with  property  in  the  Brickgarth  area  at 
Easington  Lane,  as  the  Council  decided  to  re-develop  this  area  and  plans 
and  layouts  were  adopted  accordingly,  orders  being  made  with  a view  to 
systematically  clearing  the  area  out  row  by  row,  re-development  taking 
place  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  vacated  sites.  This  scheme  will  replace 
what  is  now  an  unsightly  collection  of  sub-standard  houses  with  modern 
houses  amidst  salubrious  surroundings.  Demolition  Orders  were  confirmed 
in  respect  of  33  houses. 

It  may  be  safely  said  that  overcrowding  is  at  last  decreasing,  it 
being  possible  during  the  year  to  abate  a good  number  of  cases,  as  in  almost 
every  case  where  sub-tenants  were  provided  with  other  accommodation 
overcrowding  was  relieved.  There  is  no  doubt  that  true  overcrowding,  that 
is,  overcrowding  caused  by  the  size  of  the  family  in  relation  to  the 
accommodation  which  they  occupy,  is  on  the  decrease,  but  created  over- 
crowding due  to  newly  married  couples  who  go  to  live  with  one  or  other 
of  the^ir  parents  is  continually  arising,  and  this  is  the  cause  of  most  of 
the  overcrowding  recorded,  particularly  in  the  Council’s  housing  schemes- 

A large  number  of  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  in- 
formal notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  re- 
quiring repairs  where  necessary.  It  was  only  found  necessary  in  one 
case  to  serve  a Statutory  Notice,  the  owner  carrying  out  the  work  himself- 
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Housing  Conditions. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  year  1950. 

l.  Inspection  of  Dwelling--houses  during-  the  year  : 


(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  341 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  724 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub  head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Regulations,  73 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  151 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  a;s  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  33 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  162 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  - 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  - 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act,  1938  ; 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  S3 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  42 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ... 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 

4.  Housing  Act  1936,  Part  IV  — Overcrowding  : 

(a)(1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7-5 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  148 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  435 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(c) (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7i 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  342 


(d)  Number  of  cases  in  which  dw-elling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding 


The  Shops  Act 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Inspector  under  the  Shops 
Act,  and  as  frequent  visits  are  paid  to  shops  for  the  inspection  of  food 
stuffs,  shop  premises  throughout  the  district  are  regularly  inspected. 

There  is  in  the  area  a very  large  proportion  of  small  shops  with 
house  attached  in  which  the  proprietor  lives,  and  the  number  of  assistants 
employed  on  such  premises  is  small,  in  the  majority  of  cases  only  one, 
and  therefore  little  difficulty  is  experienced  regarding  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion, heating,  washing  facilities,  and  other  amenities  for  the  well-being  of 
staff  engaged  on  the  premises.  The  larger  shops  all  have  sanitary  accom- 
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modation,  washing  facilities,  and  rest  room  accommodation  for  their  staffs, 
and  owing  to  the  activities  in  connection  with  food  hygiene  during  the 
year  it  was  possible  in  a large  number  of  cases  to  obtain  the  installation 
of  gas  or  electric  water  heaters  to  give  a constant  supply  of  hot  water. 
Some  difficulty  is  likely  to  be  experienced  in  connection  with  a small 
number  of  lock-up  shops  which  have  no  back  premises  for  sanitary  accom- 
modation, exemption  certificates  are  in  force  in  one  or  two  cases  with 
regard  to  this  where  public  lavatories  are  reasonably  available,  but  the 
remainder  are  a problem,  and  as  they  become  vacated  the  owners  are  asked 
to  make  other  arrangements  regarding  the  letting. 

There  were  no  infringements  of  the  Orders  governing  the  closing 
hours,  and  therefore,  working  hours  of  the  assistants,  observed  during 
the  period  under  review,  nor  were  any  complaints  received  with  regard  to 
this.  Shopkeepers  have  almost  without  exception  adopted  as  standard 
the  curtailed  opening  hours  which  ruled  in  war-time,  and  labour  difficulties 
coupled  with  the  still  prevalent  short  supply  of  goods  have  caused  the 
majority  of  shopkeepers  to  observe  even  shorter  hours  than  those  prescribed 
by  the  Orders.  This,  no  doubt,  operates  to  the  benefit  of  the  assistants, 
but  the  convenience  of  the  shopping  public  appears  to  have  become  a matter 
of  secondary  importance,  particularly  with  regard  to  protracted  mid-day 
lunch  hour  closing. 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  serve  9 informal  notices  regard- 
ing improvements  in  sanitary  accommodation  (mostly  in  connection  with 
washing  facilities)  at  shop  premises,  and  these  were  all  complied  with. 
A number  of  improvements  were  also  carried  out  without  notice  to  owners 
in  conjunction  with  re-building  schemes  after  discussion  with  the  depart- 
m.ent. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  and  Camping  Sites. 

The  district  has  been  clear  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds  used  for 
dwelling  purposes  for  many  years,  and  although  in  the  past  there  have 
been  sporadic  attempts  to  establish  these,  no  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  this  respect  during  1950,  and  there  are  no  sites  habitually  used  for 
1 camping. 

Two  sites  are  from  time  to  time  used  by  showmen  as  fairgrounds 
and  these  are  supervised  during  the  period  of  their  occupation,  arrange- 
ments being  made  for  water  supply,  sanitary  accommodation  and  scaveng- 
ing. The  sites  were  always  left  tidy  and  in  satisfactory  condition,  and  no 
complaints  arose  from  the  use  of  the  land  for  this  purpose. 

~ Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  bath  or  pool 
fi  within  the  Urban  area,  although  there  would  be  a great  demand  for  such 
i an  amenity  were  it  available,  but  owing  to  the  prevalent  climatic  conditions 
.1  a covered  swimming  bath,  which  could  on  occasion  be  converted  for 
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use  as  a public  hall,  would  be  preferable  and  should  prove  a source  of 
income.  Schemes  for  the  provision  of  such  a bath  have  arisen  from 
time  to  time  but  have  subsequently  been  shelved.  There  are  certain  parts 
of  the  district  where  the  natural  contours  would  make  it  possible  to  con- 
struct an  open  air  pool  amidst  salubrious  surroundings  at  comparatively 
small  expense.  A pool  at  Lyons  Colliery  which  was  at  one  time  main- 
tained by  the  local  boys’  club  is  still  occasionally  used  in  fine  weather 
by  swimmers,  such  use  is  unfortunately  uhsupervised  and  samples  of 
water  taken  from  the  pool  in  the  past  indicated  that  unless  it  was  properly 
maintained  and  cleansed  its  use  for  swimming  should  be  prohibited.  A 
scheme  for  the  installation  of  a swimming  pool  at  Elemore  Colliery  was 
considered  by  the  Council  during  the  year  and  they  decided  to  give  every 
help  possible  in  this  project. 

SchooEs. 

Schools  throughout  the  area  are  generally  maintained  in  a satisfac- 
tory condition  and  when  inspections  were  carried  out  sanitary  conditions 
found  were  of  a very  high  standard.  It  w^as  not  necessary  during  the  year 
to  close  any  school  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  and 
the  department  is  indebted  to  teachers  for  their  co-operation  at  all  times 
when  enquiries  regarding  infectious  diseases  and  scabies  were  necessary. 

Public  Houses,  Halls  and  Cinemas. 

These  premises  are  periodically  inspected  and,  as  is  necessary  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  certificates  as  to  the  sanitary  conditions  found  were 
issued  for  the  guidance  of  the  Justices  at  the  Brewster  Sessions. 

Four  public  houses  were  subject  to  informal  negotiations  between 
the  department  and.  the  owners  and  as  a result  in  one  case  the  sanitary 
conveniences  were  greatly  improved,  ash-closets  being  replaced  by  water 
closets  and  considerable  improvement  was  carried  out  to  the  domestic 
premises,  and  in  the  other  three  cases  improvements  were  carried  out 
to  the  sanitary  accommodation  and  domestic  premises,  one  scheme  of 
reconstruction,  which  was  a very  large  one  and  held  up  owing  to  licensing 
restrictions,  being  still  in  progress. 

Food  Inspection. 

There  are  15  slaughter  houses  available  in  the  area  and  these  are 
still  licensed  annually,  this  number  being  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
1950.  Since  the  imposition  of-  centralised  slaughtering  in  1940  the  local 
slaughter  houses  have  fallen  into  disuse,  and  therefore,  apart  from  the 
occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  which  were  killed  on  licence  by  farmers  or 
smallholders  for  their  own  consumption,  and  isolated  cases  of  casualties 
which  had  to  be  slaughtered  immediately,  no  food  animals  were  slaughtered 
in  the  district.  The  slaughter  houses  are  still  regularly  inspected,  however, 
and  are  generally  well  maintained  and  kept  in  a clean  condition.  Slaughter 
men  residing  locally  are  also  licensed  and  in  the  same  period  slaughter 
men  holding  licences  numbered  51. 
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A considerable  improvement  was  noted  in  the  transport  and  delivery 
of  meat  in  the  area.  As  a result  of  complaints  made  by  the  Council  to 
the  Ministry  of  hood  during  1949,  a modern  vehicle  providing  complete 
protection  for  the  meat  being  now  invariably  used  for  this  work.  Despite 
this  improvement,  however,  it  is  felt  the  conditions  are  still  far  from 
ideal,  meat  still  being  carried  on  the  floor  of  the  vehicle  which  owing  to 
the  height  and  difiiculty  in  unloading  has  to  be  traversed  by  the  driver 
and  his  assistant,  nor  can  it  be  said  that  the  meat  sent  into  the  area 
compares  favourably  with  that  put  out  by  the  private  butchers  in  pre-war 
days,  this  being  one  of  the  drawbacks  of  the  centralised  slaughtering 
system.  The  hasty  removal  of  cattle  from  farm  to  market  and  thence  to 
slaughter  house  followed  by  slaughter  without  preliminary  resting  and 
hungering  is  not  conducive  to  good  quality  meat,  particularly,  when  the 
meat  is  transported  before  setting  properly,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  hasty 
and  inefficient  dressing  of  carcases,  particularly  it  is_.  noted  of  lambs  and 
sheep,  causes  much  wastage,  and  bone  taint  in  beef  is  far  too  prevalent. 
Another  matter  giving  rise  for  concern  is  that  few  young  men  employed  in 
butchers’  shops  at  present  receive  proper  training  in  their  trade  owing  to 
the  lack  of  oportunity  for  training  in  the  slaughter  house,  and  it  is  felt 
that  the  suggestion  put  forward  by  the  Council  that  a rota  should  be 
established  to  give  all  butchers’  assistants  the  opportunity  for  training 
at  the  central  slaughter  house  deserves  more  consideration  than  it  received 
from  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

The  carcases  of  the  following  food  animals  were  examined  during  the 
3"ear  and  found  to  be  sound,  namely: — 

49  pigs. 

All  shops  dealing  in  food  stuffs  are  inspected  regularly  and  it  was 
found  necessary"  in  the  course  of  routine  inspections  to  deal  with  a large 
quantity  of  assorted  tinned  stuffs.  The  amount  of  tinned  food  coming 
into  the  shops  increased  slightly  in  quantity  and  variety  during  the  \'ear 
under  review,  and  it  was  also  found  that  generally  speaking  an  improve- 
ment had  been  effected  in  packing,  and  therefore  a smaller  quantity 
was  lost  due  to  damage  in  transit.  It  was,  however,  necessary  to  condemn 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption  a large  quantity  of  tinned  stuffs,  bacon, 
butter  and  other  perishable  commodities  although  every  effort  was  made 
to  prevent  waste,  and  particulars  of  the  food  stuff  condemned  are  as 
follows: — 

171  lbs.  sausage,  16  lbs.  ham,  85|  lbs.  bacon,  3-1  lb.  tins  bacon, 
1-29  oz.  tin  Danish  pork,  9-1  lb.  5 oz.  tins  Danish  pork,  5-14  oz.  tins 
Danish  pork,  2-2  lb.  tins  pork  brawn,  41-1  lb.  13  oz.  tins  pork  brawn, 
1-4  lb.  tin  pork  luncheon  meat,  11-12  oz.  tins  chopped  pork,  17-10  oz. 
tins  chopped  pork,  2-4  lb.  tins  jellied  beef,  10-12  oz.  tins  minced  beef 
loaf,  7-4  lb.  tins  brawm,  1-49|^  oz.  tin  luncheon  meat,  4-3  lb.  tins  luncheon 
meat,  19-12  oz.  tins  luncheon  meat,  1-7  oz.  tin  luncheon  meat,  11-16  oz. 
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tins  stewed  steak,  4-1  lb.  tins  steak  pudding,  1-6  lb.  tin  tongue,  7-12  oz. 
tins  tongue,  5-2^  lb.  tins  chopped  ham,  2-1  lb.  2 oz.  tins  veal  and  ham 
loaf,  3-12  oz.  tins  veal  loaf,  19-1  lb.  6 oz.  tins  meat  and  gravy,  27-1  lb. 
4 oz.  tins  meat  and  gravy,  3-2|  oz.  jars  meat  paste,  4-lf  oz.  jars  meat 
paste,  5-1  lb.  tins  rabbit,  14-1  lb.  tins  Scotch  broth,  2-1  lb.  tins  soup, 
6-15  oz.  tins  pilchards,  2-8  oz.  tins  pilchards,  17-8  oz.  tins  crawfish,  6-8  oz. 
tins  crawfish  croquettes,  7-3^  oz.  tins  lobster,  14-1  lb.  tins  salmon, 
3-4  oz.  tins  Group  .3  salmon,  18-3^  oz.  tins  salmon,  2-13-|  oz. 

tins  marinated  mussels,  15-3|  oz.  tins  cod  liver  and  roe,  1-16  oz. 

tin  tomato  soup,  17-16  oz.  tins  vegetable  soup,  41-1  lb.  14  oz. 
tins  sliced  carrots,  15-1  lb.  3 oz.  tins  carrots,  8-1  lb.  tins  beetroot, 
15-Al  tall  tins  processed  peas,  4-1  lb.  14  oz.  tins  proce^ssed  peas, 

11- 16  oz.  tins  processed  peas,  11-15  oz.  tins  processed  peas,  73-1  lb. 

3 oz.  tins  peas,  5-16  oz.  tins  peas,  15-10^  oz.  tins  peas,  21-10^  oz.  tins 
vegetables,  64-15  oz.  tins  peeled  tomatoes,  10-3  lb.  tins  tomatoes,  4-2  lb. 

4 oz.  tins  tomatoes,  24-27  oz.  tins  tomatoes,  17-1  lb.  tins  tomatoes, 

12- 14  oz.  tins  tomatoes,  2-250  gramme  tins  tomatoes,  11-1  lb.  14  oz. 

tins  plums,  2-1  lb.  13  oz.  tins  plums,  9-1  lb.  4 oz.  tins  plums,  2-1  lb.  3 oz. 
tins  plums,  2 tins  strained  prunes,  45-16  oz.  tins  beans,  32-1  lb.  tins 

baked  beans,  34-1  lb.  tins  beans  in  tomato  sauce,  1-24  lb.  tin  apples, 
3-2^  lb.  tins  pears,  4-1  lb.  13  oz.  tins  pears,  5-16  oz.  tins  pears,  13-24  lb. 
tins  peaches,  3-1  lb.  13  oz.  tins  peaches,  9-1  lb.  tins  white  grapes,  70  lbs. 
figs,  19-30  oz.  tins  strawberries,  18  jars  horseradish,  30  lbs.  sultanas,  1 jar 
salad  cream,  21  jars  salad  dressing,  24-20  oz.  tins  orange  juice,  2-1^  lb. 
tins  marmalade,  175-2  pint  size  tins  evaporated  milk,  19-1|  pint  size  tins 
evaporated  milk,  15  tins  evaporated  milk,  165-2  pint  size  tins  full  cream 
milk,  1-1|  pint  size  tin  full  cream  milk,  9 lbs.  Danish  butter,  554 
cheese,  11  tins  spaghetti,  80  lbs.  macaroni,  20  lbs.  soya  flour,  59  Tbs. 
barley,  14  pkts.  bunfiour,  22  lbs.  Scofa  meal,  22  pkts.  Trizets,  51-8  oz. 
pkts.  steamed  pudding  mixture,  120  lbs.  dog  biscuits. 

Milk  and  Dairies 

There  are  no  retail  dairy  establishments  in  the  district,  distribution 
of  the  milk  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Houghton  Dairymen’s  Association 
and  the  East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies  Ltd.,  these  two  organisations 
being  the  only  retailers  in  the  area.  They  dealt  mainly  in  Pasteurised 
milk,  although  a small  but  increasing  quantity  of  tuberculin  tested  milk 
is  also  supplied. 

The  East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies  have  a modern  milk  depot 
with  cold  storage  chambers  at  Hettpn  Downs  where  bottled  milk  is  stored 
overnight  before  delivery,  and  there  is  also  a small  secondary  depot  at 
Easington  Lane,  this  not  being  equipped  with  cold  storage,  but  providing 
reasonably  satisfactory  accommodation,  and  structural  improvements  were 
earned  out  ^o  this  depo^”  during  the  year.  Without  exception  milk  retailed 
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In  the  district  was  delivered  in  bottles  and  although  a small  number  of 
complaints  regarding  dirty  bottles  had  to  be  investigated  the  position  was 
generally  satisfactory. 

Periodical  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  the  roundsmen  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  One  hundred  and  eighty-six 
samples  were  taken  in  this  way  during  1950,  a considerable  increase  over 
the  previous  year  due  mainly  to  an  investigation  which  was  carried  out 
by  the  department  into  an  outbreak  of  dysentery.  The  milk  supply  was 
found  to  be  in  no  way  connected  with  this,  and  the  results  were  generally 
highly  satisfactory. 

The  department  now  have  no  responsibility  for  the  supervision  of 
milk  production  on  farms,  this  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  but  most  of  the  milk  produced  locally  goes  to  the  Dairymen's 
Association  who  operate  a modern  processing  plant  at  Houghton-le-Spring 
where  the  milk  is  pasteurised,  bottled  and  stored  under  ideal  conditions 
and  distributed  from  there. 

All  milk  samples  are  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Newcastle,  where  they  are  examined  free  of 
charge.  Samples  are  taken  for  advisory  purposes  only  and  no  prosecutions 
were  undertaken  with  regard  to  the  results,  in  fact  none  were  necessary. 
Occasional  sub-standard  results  do  arise,  probably  due  to  atmospheric 
conditions  or  carelessness  on  the  part  of  operatives,  but  generally  when 
this  occurred  the  overnight  temperature  exceeded  the  limit  laid  down  in 
the  Orders.  When  any  adverse  result  was  reported  investigations  were 
made  with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  and  the  dairies 
concerned  proved  very  co-operative  in  this  respect,  the  investigations 
being  followed  up  with  further  samples  to  check  results. 

ice  Cream 

Whilst  a considerable  amount  of  ice  cream  is  consumed  in  the 
•district  there  are  only  three  manufacturers,  two  of  these  being  at  Easing- 
ton  Lane  and  one  at  East  Rainton.  All  three  complied  with  the  Heat 
Treatment  Regulations  and  work  under  ideal  conditions  with  modern 
plant.  They  are  regularly  inspected  and  samples  taken  showed  results 
consistently  satisfactory  and  generally  classified  in  the  higher  grades.  A 
large  amount  of  ice  cream  is  distributed  by  confectioners  and  general 
shops  who  have  installed  cabinets  for  the  storage  of  pre-packed  or  bulk 
ice  cream  and  these  are  all  registered  as  retailers.  The  ice  cream  is  generally 
supplied  by  large  manufacturers  and  is  consistently  satisfactory,  although 
■ of  course  the  department  has  no  knowledge  of  the  method  of  manufacture 
1 and  sampling  is  difficult  to  undertake.  More  difficulty  is  experienced, 

[ however,  with  vendors  of  ice  cream  who  patrol  the  area  in  motor  vans. 

‘ It  is  virtually  impossible  to  obtain  samples  of  the  ice  cream  they  are 

i selling  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  more  control  cannot  be  exercised  over 
t this  type  of  retailer. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  premises  concerned  are  regularly  inspected  to  ensure  that  they 
comply  with  the  main  Act  and  the  various  Orders  made  thereunder. 
Generally  speaking  a good  standard  of  hygiene  is  maintained  in  premises 
of  this  nature  in  the  district.  In  some  cases  it  was  necessary  to  require 
attention  to  cleansing,  lime  washing,  and  ventilation  facilities,  or  the 
drainage  of  floors,  and  owners  were  also  asked  to  improve  closet  accom- 
modation where  this  was  insufficient  or  not  adequately  separated  for  the 
sexes.  The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  inspections  carried  out 
by  the  department  under  the  Acts  and  the  results  thereof. 


✓ 
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1 — Inspections  for  purijoses  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Including-  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

W rittcn 
Notices 

Prosecuted 

Occupiers 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities  ••• 

17 

4 

42 

8 

• • • 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

31 

47 

10 

* • • 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

5 

5 

3 

Total 

53 

94 

21 

... 

2 — Defects  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

which  Pro- 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

’Want  of  cleanliness  (Si) 

5 

5 

• * • 

• • • 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

. • . 

Unreasonable  Temperature(S3) 

. • . 

. . . 

• • • 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S4)  ... 

3 

3 

. , • 

Inef’ctive  drainage  of  floors(S6) 

5 

5 

• • » 

. . . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7)  : 
Insufficient 

4 

4 

* • « 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

• • • 

• i * 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  relat- 
ing to  outwork) 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

21 

20 

... 

• • • 
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Bakehouses. 

At  the  end  of  1950  only  seven  retail  bakehouses  existed  in  the 
Urban  Area,  and  these  were  only  operating  as  bakehouses  to  a minor  extent, 
as  very  little  bread  is  baked  in  the  district  nowadays,  the  majority  of 
retailers  being  supplied  by  factory  bakehouses  operating  outside  the  area, 
and  work  in  the  local  bakehouses  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  baking 
of  cakes  and  pastries.  These  premises  were  periodically  inspected  and  it 
was  found  that  a generally  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was  being 
maintained. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Vermin. 

During  the  year  under  review  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  action 
for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  and  other  vermin  in  the  under-mentioned 
premises. 

(a)  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  26 

(b) i  Private  Houses  ..  ...  ...  15 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  these  figures,  particularly  with  regard  to 
Council  houses,  showed  a considerable  drop  in  comparison  with  those 
recorded  in  the  previous  year  and  this  has  been  the  tendency  over  recent 
years.  It  is  generally  found  that  infestation  with  vermin  is  becoming 
increasingly  rare  and  when  complaints  are  received  it<  is  almost  always 
with  regard  to  beetles,  the  premises  affected  being  old  houses  which  have 
received  previous  treatment  but  require  periodical  re-treatment  as  when 
these  pests  become  established  complete  clearance  is  uncommon,  ahd 
re-infestation  occurs  with  seasonal  changes.  A good  number  of  the  old 
type  Council  houses  are  a source  of  trouble,  largely  owing  to  faults  in 
construction,  but  these  are  gradually  being  eliminated  as  maintenance 
and  improvement  work  proceeds.  The  department  were  able  to  success- 
fully deal  with  beetles  by  treatment  with  a powder  which  contained 
pyrethrum,  for  immediate  effect,  and  D.D.T.  to  provide  subsequent  protec- 
tion, and  the  results  obtained  were  striking. 

Infestation  by  bed  bugs  was  dealt  with  firstly  by  fumigation  to 
eliminate  as  far  as  possible  vermin  on  the  surface,  this  making  the  premises 
reasonably  safe  for  householders  or  workmen  to  proceed  with  stripping  the 
walls  of  paper  (in  some  cases  it  was  also  necessary  to  remove  skirtings, 
architraves,  picture  rails,  etc.);  the  second  treatment  was  given  by  spray- 
ing with  an  approved  insecticide  to  kill  the  vermin  which  had  subsequently 
incubated;  and  a final  treatment  to  ensure  complete  eradication.  Where 
woodwork  had  to  be  removed  it  was  thoroughly  treated  with  a blow  lamp 
before  replacement.  This  course  of  treatment  was  generally  spread  over 
three  weeks,  householders  being  asked  to  keep  constant  observation  and 
make  every  effort  to  prevent  re-infestation,  there  being  no  certainty  that 
the  premises  are  completely  cleared,  especially  vTen  operations  are  carried 
out  in  cold  weather  when  the  pests  are  dormant  and  lodged  deep  in 
crevices  in  the  walls. 
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Rodent  Control. 

During  1950  the  Health  Department  were  responsible  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Damage  by  Pests  Act;  1949,  so  far  as  surface  infestation,  that 
is  dwelling  houses,  business  premises,  and  refuse  tips,  were  concerned,  the 
Highways  Department  dealing  with  the  treatment  of  sewers.  It  was 
necessary  to  investigate  54  complaints  of  rat  and  mice  infestation,  this  being 
a considerable  reduction  on  the  previous  year,  and  in  some  cases  extensive 
work  had  to  be  carried  out  to  obtain  satisfactory  clearance.  No  charge 
is  made  to  householders  for  treatment  carried  out  but  where  it  is  necessary 
to  execute  work  on  business  premises  a charge  is  made.  A large  proportion 
of  the  cost  of  the  scheme  is  recovered  by  Government  grant,  this  being 
made  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  The  Council’s  own 
property,  refuse  tips,  etc.,  were  systematically  treated  when  necessary, 
the  cost  of  this  work  falling  upon  the  local  authority.  Infestation  is  not 
so  prevalent  nowadays  but  this  is  to  be  expected  having  regard  to  the 
systematic  control  work  which  has  been  done  in  the  past  few  years,  yet 
from  time  to  time  one  finds  sporadic  infestation  occurring  to  a surprising 
extent,  often  at  seasons  of  the  year  when  one  would  not  anticipate  vermin 
entering  buildings. 

Zinc  phosphide  is  the  poison  most  generally  used  although  arsenic 
and  red  squills  are  also  used  as  alternatives,  the  latter  poison  although 
not  so  effective  or  consistent  in  action  is  utilised  where  livestock  are  likely 
to  have  access  to  the  poison  bait,  as  should  this  poison  be  accidentally 
taken  by  animals  no  lasting  harmful  effect  should  result.  Despite  its 
reputation  the  department  have  obtained  some  striking  results  with  red 
squills  during  the  last  year  or  two. 

Where  mice  are  concerned  it  is  frequently  necessary  to  resort  to 
trapping  and  very  good  results  have  been  obtained  by  the  use  of  sticky 
traps  for  this  purpose.  When  weather  conditions  and  the  site  made  it 
possible,  particularly  on  refuse  tips,  gassing  was  carried  out  with  cymag 
gas,  and  this  method  proved  very  effective. 

The  Council  is  covered  by  insurance  against  any  claim  for  accidents 
and  the  Company  concerned  very  thoroughly  investigated  the  method 
used  before  undertaking  the  risk,  and  although  this  policy  has  now  been 
in  existence  for  some  years  no  claim  has  had  to  be  met. 

Colliery  Spoil  Heaps. 

There  are  three  active  pit  heaps  in  the  Urban  area,  these  being 
situated  at  Eppleton  Colliery,  Elemore  Colliery,  and  at  Nicholson’s  Pit, 
East  Rain  ton.  Considerable  time  was  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  these 
heaps  and  the  department  is  much  indebted  to  Mr.  C.  Bride,  Alkali  Inspector 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  ready  assistance  and  useful  technical 
advice  which  he  has  at  all  times  given  with  regard  to  this  problem.  He 
also  makes  regular  routine  inspections  of  the  heaps  in  company  with  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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The  heap  at  Eppleton  Colliery  has  been  kept  reasonably  under 
control  by  the  application  of  water  but  in  the  course  of  years  this  heap 
has  so  increased  in  size  that  it  encroaches  on  dwelling  houses  and  com- 
plaints have  been  received  from  time  to  time  of  large  debris  falling  on 
adjacent  highways.  The  position  has  been  the  subject  of  considerable  dis- 
cussion between  the  Council  and  the  National  Coal  Board,  who  put  forward 
proposals  for  extending  the  heap  by  an  overhead  rope-way  on  to  land 
to  the  south  of  the  existing  heap.  These  proposals  have  been  approved 
by  the  Council  and  the  Town  Planning  Authorit}^,  as  this  method  of  disposal 
should  give  rise  to  little  nuisance,  the  colliery  waste  being  spread  in  shallow 
layers  which  should  make  the  control  of  fire  a reasonably  simple  problem. 
The  installation  of  the  necessary  overhead  gear  vdll,  however,  take  some 
time,  and  as  a temporary  measure  side  tipping  has  been  carried  out  at  the 
colliery  end  of  the  existing  heap. 

The  heap  at  Elemore  Colliery  gives  rise  to  some  nuisance  although 
the  National  Coal  Board,  as  a result  of  approaches  by  the  department,  have 
provided  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  spraying  plant  here.  From 
observations  made  on  periodical  visits  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  apparatus 
is  used  as  consistently  as  it  should  be.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  con- 
ditions at  this  heap  are  considerably  improved  over  those  which  existed 
in  years  gone  by,  as  one  remembers  fumes  from  this  source  being  a serious 
nuisance,  which  apart  from  affecting  public  health,  did  much  damage  to 
property,  paintwork  being  ruined  and  zinc  used  in  constructional  work 
becoming  corroded.  Such  conditions  do  not,  however,  exist  to-day. 

The  heap  at  Nicholson’s  Pit  was  until  recently  used  in  connection 
with  the  by-product  works  which  was  established  on  this  site  during  the 
war.  At  that  period  this  heap  was  kept  under  control  but  since  the  works 
closed  the  heap  has  been  used  for  waste  from  collieries  outside  the  Urban 
area,  and  trouble  is  experienced  from  time  to  time,  although  there  is 
an  adequate  supply  of  water  and  an  efficient  pumping  installation  here. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

The  Council  during  the  year  under  review,  following  representations 
made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  decided  to  investigate  what  steps 
could  be  taken  to  promote  welfare  work  amongst  the  old  people  of  the 
district,  and  a Sub-Committee  considered  the  appropriate  reports  in  January", 
1950.  A public  meeting  was  held  on  the  13th  March,  at  which  a Pro- 
visional Committee  was  formed,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  being 
appointed  Honorary  Secretary,  and  the  Provisional  Committee  immediately 
commenced  organisation  of  activities  in  each  Ward,  five  Ward  Com- 
mittees being  formed  who  have  done  excellent  work  in  raising  funds,  visit- 
ing and  providing  entertainment  for  the  old  people.  Attendances  at  the 
functions  have  steadily  increased  and  in  the  majority  of  Wards  the  old 
people  have  formed  their  own  clubs  which  will  eventually  be  self-support- 
ing and  run  by  the  m.embers  themselves.  By^  the  end  of  the  year  mem- 
bers and  helpers  in  each  Ward  numbered  approximately"; — 
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Members  Helpers 


Hetton 

350 

30 

Hetton  Downs 

350 

20 

Easington  Lane  . . . 

210 

43 

East  Rainton 

98 

12 

Moorsley 

110 

23 

Making  a total  of  1,118  members  and  128  helpers.  These  numbers 
are  still  increasing  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  old  people  and  the  helpers, 
who  are  giving  their  free  time  for  this  worthy  cause,  is  infectious  and  grati- 
fying. A noteworthy  point  is  that  the  scheme  is  financially  self-suport- 
ing.  At  the  inception  the  Council  kindly  made  a contribution  towards  the 
Central  Fund  but  this  is  practically  untouched,  as  apart  from  postages 
and  stationery  no  charge  has  been  made  upon  it,  the  entertainments,  parties 
and  outings  all  being  paid  for  from  funds  raised  by  the  Ward  Committees, 
and  the  old  people  themselves.  This  project  at  one  time  appeared  likely 
to  fade  into  obscurity  but  it  is  now  firmly  established  and  has  captured 
the  public  interest,  fresh  support  being  attracted  every  day.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  the  Council  reviewed  the  activities  of  the  Committee  and 
decided  that  the  word  provisional  should  be  removed  from  its  title,  and  the 
Committee  was  established  upon  a permanent  basis  as  the  Hetton  Urban 
District  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee. 
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